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Dear Saints at St. John’s,
¢ 4

We pray constantly for all the people affected
by the recent tornado storms in Lansing,
Dyer, Munster, and other local municipalities.

How do you account for all the damage as the
force of nature tore through homes,
neighborhoods, and familiar places? More is
o i left behind than broken trees, scattered

— - debris. -
Hearts and hope are shaken along with disrupted ﬁ
routines. This Kkind of loss brings with it fear,
uncertainty, and many questions far into the
night.

Scripture brings a strong message of assurance.
It clearly says you are not forgotten, and you are £ i
not alone. =R B e S

Psalm 34: 18: “The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and save
such as be of a contrite spirit”

Nahum 1: 7: The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he
knows them that trust in him.”

Matthew 11: 28: “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest.”

God is not punishing us, but reminding us of greater truths. Strength in Him and
concern for one another.

Psalm 46: 1: The Lord remains our refuge and strength when the world feels
fragile.”
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If you are rebuilding, grieving, or just trying to “catch your breath,” please reach
out. Your church family stands with you. Let us pray with you, help clean up, bring
meals, or just sit beside you.

Galatians 6: 2: “Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.”

Hope grows even in lost or broken places. I urge you to pray this prayer or
something similar:

“May the Lord bind up the brokenhearted, steady the fearful, and surround the
weary, and remind us that even in the storm’s aftermath, His mercy rises each
morning.”

Lamentations 3: 22-23: “The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his
mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your

faithfulness.”

Many blessings in Jesus’ Name,

Pastor John Richy

5t. John's Lutheran Church

Sept. - Nov. 2026

Date  Festival and color Elder Communion Lector Ushers Usher
Sept. 6 |15th Sunday after Pentecost MIKE PAUL SUE DAVE RAY
Sept. 13 |16th Sunday after Pentecost AL RAY PAUL DUANE
Sept. 20 |17th Sunday after Pentecost RAY DUANE DOUG MIKE RON
Sept. 27 |18th Sunday after Pentecost MIKE RICK ED TINA
Oct. 4 19th Sunday after Pentecost AL RICK JACK LORI ROY
Oct.11 |20th Sunday after Pentecost RAY LORI DENNIS JACK
Oct.18 |Z1st Sunday after Pentecost MIKE ED AL PAUL ROY
Oct.25 |Reformation Day AL DENNIS EILEEN DAVID RAY
Nov.1 [All Saint's Day RAY PAUL SUE DUANE MIKE
Nov.8 24th Sunday after Pentecost MIKE PAUL ED TINA
Nov.15 |25th Sunday after Pentecost AL RICK DoOUG JACK LORI
Nov. 22 |Last Sunday of the Church Year | RAY ED EILEEN RON DENNIS
Nov.25 |Thanksgiving Eve 7:00 pm Let Doug know if vou can help for this service ..o
Nov. 29 |1stSunday in Advent MIKE | DUANE RICK | ROY DUANE




OFFICIAL ACTS OF ST. JOHN’S 2026
DEATHS:

Vera Schmidt entered Heaven December 27, 2025; Celebration of Life Service was
held here at St. John’s on January 5, 2026. Laid to rest in Oak Glen Lutheran
Cemetery in Lansing.

Joan Douma entered Heaven December 19, 2025; Celebration of Life Service was
held here at St. John’s on January 10, 2026. She was laid to rest in Oak Glen Lutheran
Cemetery in Lansing.

Linda S. Schuldt entered Heaven November 27, 2025; Celebration of Life Service was
held at Smits Funeral Home in Dyer, IN. on March 27, 2026. She was the sister of Bill
Albrecht.

Andy Banas Jr. entered Heaven March 21, 2026; Celebration of Life Service was held
here at St. John’s on April 4, 2026. He was laid to rest in Concordia Cemetery,
Hammond, IN.

John Frank Szymanski entered Heaven May 7, 2026; Celebration of Life Service was
held here at St. John’s on May 15, 2026.

Sandra L. Swanson entered Heaven August 15, 2026; Celebration of Life Service was
held here at St. John’s on August 22, 2026.

TRANSFER:

Trisha Freggens transferred to Grace Lutheran Church in Dyer, Indiana February 2,6,
2026.

Paul Claussen transferred to Trinity Lutheran Church, New Lenox May 5, 2026

Greg Enokian transferred to Trinity Lutheran Church, Crown Point, Indiana June 23,
2026

MEMORIALS: Gifts were given to the glory of God in memory of Sandy Swanson:
Anonymous, Scott and Samantha Beymer, Bonnie Lau, Marge Von Behren, Thomas
and Krista McSwiggan, Jim and Sue Kreger, Rex and Marianne Mellencamp, Don and
Pat Livingstone, Carol Chambers, Rick and Cheryl Zimmer, Bob and Corine, Hal and
Eileen Gronewold, Kay Mueller, Catherine B. Nolting Family



MESSAGE FROM LUTHERAN CHURCH CHARITIES

My name is Jean Weidler and I work with the Lutheran Church Charites Team. I'm
calling you today (August 3) to thank St. John's Lutheran Fellowship Committee for
your July gift for the Lutheran Church Charities Comfort Dog Ministry. Please share
our thanks with the members of this committee.

Hi Doug,

I'm glad to hear that St. John's is proclaiming the Gospel in Lansing. There are lots of
congregations in our district that have fewer in worship weekly. I'm sure Comfort
Dog Jael has been in high demand with all the wild weather we have had lately. May
he continue to be a blessing in this community. I'm honored to pray with you.

Gracious God,

We thank and praise You for blessing the people of St. John's Lutheran with Your
Almighty presence. May they all be filled with the Holy Spirit as they interact with
others in the community so that Your name is glorified. Bless Pastor Richy as he
shepherds the people of Lansing and proclaims the Gospel in this place. We pray in
the name of Jesus. Amen

Blessings, Jean

CHRISTIAN GUIDANCE FOR RETURNING TO FALL TIME

Here’s the heart of it, St.—fall is not just a season; it’s a spiritual
rhythm. After along, hard summer, going back into fall can feel like
stepping into a gentler chapter God has been preparing for you. Think of it
as a holy shift: from heat to harvest, from exhaustion to renewal, from
striving to settling.

1. Let fall be a season of release Summer often brings intensity— !
storms, busyness, emotional heat, spiritual dryness. Fall invites you to lay [ S8
down what you'’ve been carrying. Just as trees release their leaves,

you're allowed to release burdens that have overstayed their welcome.

“Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee.” — Psalm 55:22 (K]JV)
Ask God plainly: “Lord, show me what I no longer need to carry into this next
season.” He will.

2. Embrace the slowing down Fall is God’s reminder that slowing is not failing. The
world quiets. Days shorten. Creation rests. You're invited to do the same. If summer felt
like survival mode, Fall is God whispering: “Come sit with Me. Let Me restore you.”

“He restoreth my soul.” — Psalm 23:3 (KJV) Let restoration be your spiritual priority.
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3. Notice the beauty again Hard seasons narrow your vision. Fall widens it. The
colors, the cooler air, the gentler pace—these are God’s way of saying: “I still make
things beautiful. I still make things new.” Take small walks. Open windows. Let
creation preach to you.

4. Prepare your heart for harvest Fall is the season of gathering—spiritually too.
Even if summer felt barren, God often grows things quietly beneath the surface. Ask Him:
“Lord, what have You been growing in me thatI haven’t noticed yet?” You may find
new strength, deeper compassion, clearer priorities, or fresh faith rising.

“Be not weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap.” — Galatians 6:9 (K]JV)
Fall is a “due season.”

5. Rebuild your rhythms with grace Summer can scatter routines. Fall invites you to
rebuild them gently:

o Prayer that feels like breathing

o Scripture that feels like nourishment

« Worship that feels like home

« Rest that feels like obedience
Don’t force it. Let God guide it.

6. Let fall remind you of God’s faithfulness

Every falling leaf is a testimony: God brings endings that make way for beginnings.
What is ending in your life right now may be clearing space for something God has been
waiting to plant. Fall is not loss—it’s preparation.

Storm Damage at

Oak Glen Lutheran Cemetery

Oak Glen Lutheran Cemetery
sustained extensive damage during
the August 11 storm and tornado. At
this time, debris removal and
cleanup won’t be possible until mid-
October, as crews prioritize
residential areas and businesses.
Trinity has reached out to Lutheran
Church Charities Disaster Assistance
and are hopeful of receiving
assistance. Please use caution when
visiting until debris has been
cleared.




MONTHLY BIBLE READING FOR SEPTEMBER

1 Sept.
2 Sept.

3 Sept.

4 Sept.
5 Sept.
6 Sept.
7 Sept.
8 Sept.

9 Sept.

10 Sept.

11 Sept.
12 Sept.

13 Sept.

14 Sept.

15 Sept.

16 Sept.

17 Sept.

18 Sept.

19 Sept.
20 Sept.
21 Sept.

22 Sept.

23 Sept.

24 Sept.

25 Sept.

26 Sept.

27 Sept.

28 Sept.

~

1 Kings 18:1-19

Eph. 1:1-23 -

1 Kings 18:20-40

Eph. 2:1-22

1 Kings 19:1-21 ;
1 Kings 20:1—22:53

. ‘Eph. 3:1-21

2 Kings 2:1-18
Eph. 4:1-24
2 Kings 2:19-25; 4:1-7
Eph.-4:25--5:14
2 Kings 4:8-22, 32-37
Eph. 5:15-33
2 Kings 4:38—5:8
Eph. 6:1-24
2 Kings 5:9-27
Phil. 1:1-20
2 Kings 6:1-23
2 Kings 6:24—8:29.
Phil. 1:21—2:11
2 Kings 9:1-13; 10:18-29
2 Kings 13:1—18:8
Phil. 2:12-30
2 Chron. 29:1-24
Phil. 3:1-21"
2 Chron.:31:1-21
Phil. 4:1-23
2 Chron.:32:1-22
Hos. 1:1—14:9
Col. 1:1-23
2 Chron. 33:1-25
Jonah 1:1—4:11
Col. 1:24—2:7
2 Chron. 34:14, 8-11, 14-33
Nah. 1:1-3:19

Col. 2:8-23 r 8

2 Chron. 35:1-7, 16-25
Zeph. 1:1—3:20

Col. 3:1-251 1

2 Chron. 36:1-23
Philemon 1-25

Col. 4:1-18

Neh. 1:1—2:10
Hag. 1:1--2:23

1 Tim. 1:1-20

Neh. 2:11-20; 4:1-6

1 Tim. 2:1-15

Neh. 4:7-23

1 Tim. 3:1-16

Neh. 5:1-16; 6:1-9, 15-16

1 Tim. 4:1-16

Neh. 7:1-4; 8:1-18
Ezra 1:1—10:19

1 Tim: 5:1-16

Neh. 9:1-21

1 Tim. 5:17—6:2

Neh. 9:22-38
-Neh. 10:1—13:31

1 Tim. 6:3-21

Mal. 1:1-14

Matt. 3:1-17

Mal. 2:1—=3:5

Matt. 4:1-11

Mal. 3:6—4:6

Matt. 4:12-25

Deut. 1:1-18

Matt, 5:1-20

29 Sept.

30 Sept.

Deut. 1:19-36
Matt. 5:21-48
Deut. 1:37=2:15
Matt. 6:1-15:.!




WORSHIP ANEW SEPTEMBER 2026 SERMON SUMMARIES
- ,

September 7, 2025 - Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sermon: Being Totally Committed — Rev. Scott Zeckzer

Text: Luke 14:26

Readings: Psalm 1; Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Luke 14:25-35

Theme: Discipleship is not just about contributing but about total commitment to Jesus. The sermon
explores how far we are willing to go for Him and how far He is willing to go for us

September 14, 2025 - Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sermon: Zealous for Your Salvation — Rev. Dr. Walter Maier Il

Text: Ezekiel 34:11-16

Readings: Psalm 119:169-176; Ezekiel 34:11-16; Luke 15:1-10

Theme: God's zealous desire for your salvation is evident in Israel’s history, Christ’s earthly life, and
your personal journey. The sermon emphasizes your preciousness to the Lord

September 21, 2025 - Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sermon: The Buck Stops Here — Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer

Text: Luke 16:10-13

Readings: Psalm 113; 1 Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13

Theme: Material riches are good when rightly understood and ordered. The sermon calls for
prioritizing God's will above worldly wealth

September 28, 2025 - Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sermon: Heaven and Hell — Rev. Shayne Jonker

Text: Luke 16:31

Readings: Psalm 146; Amos 6:1-7; Luke 16:19-31

Theme: A call to see ourselves as Lazarus—poor, sick, and longing for God’s mercy—so we may
desire salvation. The sermon warns that without this self-awareness, we won’t want to be saved.




Here are our current Homebound
addresses if you would like to brighten
up their day...they would love to be
remembered all year

Irma Deichen

Cedar Creek Health Campus #508
18275 Burr Street

Lowell, IN 46356

Sandra Luecke
17725 Arcadia Ave., #203
Lansing, IL 60438

Myra Mayerak
986 S. Donald St.
Rushville, IN 46173

Joe and Diane Scanlon
¢/o Megan McDaniel
7405 Spring Mesa Dr.
Moss Point, MS 39562

OUR HOMEBOUND FAMILY

Marilyn Schultz (just added)
393 Marquette Ave.
Calumet City, IL 60409

Shirley Odegaard
17041 Grant St.
Lansing, IL 60438

Norma Vierk

Hartsfield Independent Living
#1349

10000 Columbia Ave.

Munster, IN 46321

Shirley Weiss
Albertine Home
1501 Hoffman
Hammond, IN 46327

Pastor Richy is available if you have questions or wish to talk to someone....call
708 510-7334 or call the office @ 708 895-9240

Prayer for our Homebound: Being unable to go out among our friends
and church family is difficult, Lord. Remind us that we are still members
of Your Body, the Church, and send visitors to share encouragement, hope
and most especially, Holy Scripture. Let us likewise give encouragement
and love as we are able. Grant us patience during this season of life, and
surround us with Your presence, for the sake of Christ. Amen.




BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Birthdays

Joey Nimon, Sept 1
Bill Albrecht, Sept 2
Ashley Richy, Sept 8
Dave Banas, Sept 9
Hazel Devich, Sept 9
Brian Winters, Sept 12
Haley Dovich, Sept 13
Justin Ostrowski, Sept 15
Paul Ruebe, Sept 16
Sharon Andresen, Sept 16
Samantha Beymer, Sept 18 Anniversaries

Michael Kroll, Sept 20 _ .
Jonathan Douma, Sept 22 Ray and Cindy Biederstadet, Sept 1
Michael Linn, Sept 22 John and Lori Szymanski, Sept 27

Jonathan Ruebe, Sept 23 Michael and Kerri Kuzmar, Sept 27

Heather Young, Sept 27

WATCH CHURCH VIA YOU-TUBE

Reminder: For those who cannot physically attend worship services, you can worship
using “You Tube.” We record weekly worship
services and post them on “You Tube” after the
service. Whether you have a Smart TV or
computer to get “You Tube,” simply use the
search using words like: “St. John’s Lutheran
Church, Lansing, IL” and you will see all the
services to choose from. Thanks to Brian
Winters who manages this service to the
church.




LANSING FOOD PANTRY DRIVE

DON’T FORGET that our Lansing Food Pantry donation
collections go on each month. Items may be placed on the
table inside the inner school doors. Remember, only non-
perishable items. Delivery takes place the last Monday of the
month.

VANCO ON-LINE GIVING
Scan Here

Monthly Fee $0
Debit/Credit fee

2.90% +
$0.45/transaction

ACH

1.00% +

to donate

St. John’s has $0.45/transaction
partnered with _
. Option for donor to pay
Vanco for online online fee
giving

OPTION TO GIVE YOUR OFFERING ON LINE - SEE INFORMATION ON THE
QR CODE BY THE ARROW

RAISE RIGHT GIFT CARE FUNDRAISER

SCRIP CARDS: The Raise Right card fundraiser is offered EVERY MONTH.

Orders are to be placed the last Sunday of the month with delivery the
following Sunday. The enrollment code is 7AE348924588. Again, the
website is https://www.raiseright.com.

Questions? ....call Tina Funchion @ 708 789-2844 or email her at
funchionpt@comcast.net. INFORMATION SHEETS LOCATED AT EITHER
CHURCH ENTRANCE IF YOU WISH TO START
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SEPTEM

Starting October 5, our Soccer Group of kids will 1

be using our gym on Mondays from

(may be few changes due to events). This will be

our schedule through March 2027.

6:00-8:00 pm.

BER 2026
2

6 15t Sunday after Pentecost

8:15 am Bible Study
9:30 am Divine Service 3 with
Holy Communion

7 8
HAVE A RELAXING
LABOR DAY

=

o

Lo,

13 HOLY CROSS SUNDAY

GRO{%EP(;?’@[\&

8:15 am Bible Study
9:30 am Prayer and Preaching
Service

10 11 12

__PATRIOT’ S DAY

i)

14 15

16

17 18 18

20 17hSunday after Pentecost

8:15 am Bible Study

9:30 am Divine Service 3 with

Holy Communion

VOTERS MEETING IMMEDIATELY
AFTER WORSHIP,

21

23

24 25 26

27 18th Sunday after Pentecost

8:15 am Bible Study
9:30 am Prayer & Preaching

28 29

30

Office Hours are 9:00 am - 2:00 pm,
Tuesdays through Fridays.
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answers to word search next page




WORD SEARCH

From Bible Memory Word Searches, Volume 1, published by Barbour
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