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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 6, 2026 
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 “Loving People to Christ” 
 

Welcome to God’s Holy House! 
May this worship service be an uplifting and 

spiritual blessing for you and your family. 
 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP:   Holy Father, you 
have invited us to the banquet of your Son. We thank 
you for this gift of grace and for your promise of 
forgiveness. Lead us to your altar with humble and 
repentant hearts, so that we may hear your Word for 
us. Make us mindful of your presence with us as we 
share in Communion with you and one another, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION:    
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ said “Take and Eat, 
This is my Body,  Take and Drink, This is my Blood given 
for you for the forgiveness of sins “(Matt. 26: 26-28). 
 
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper today, and  believe that 
Jesus is truly present “in, and with and under” the bread 
and wine.   All communicant members of the Lutheran 
Church - Missouri Synod, are welcome to receive 
communion.  Participation means that one is repentant of 
sin and believes the Sacrament increases faith, forgives sin, 
and is the true body and blood of Jesus Christ.  If you are a 
visitor and wish to take  communion,  please see an Elder 
before the service.  Grape juice is offered for those who 
cannot drink wine, found in center of communion tray. 
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DIVINE SERVICE SETTING THREE   
LSB 184 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Opening Hymn  ”The Law of God is Good and Wise”  
                          LSB 579    
 

Invocation                         LSB 184 
P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and 

of the Holy Spirit.     
C Amen. 
 
Exhortation               LSB 184 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a 
true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the 
Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
Confession of Sins                                               LSB 184 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You 

all my sins and iniquities with which I have 
ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
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heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, 
a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution                        LSB 185 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my 
office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of 
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 
Introit for Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

LECTERN: How great are your works, O LORD!  
Your thoughts are very deep! 

 

PULPIT: It is good to give thanks to the LORD to 
sing praises to your name, O Most High; 

 

LECTERN: to declare your steadfast love in the 
morning, and your faithfulness by night, 

 

PULPIT to the music of the lute and the harp, to 
the melody of the lyre. 
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LECTERN:  For you, O LORD, have made me glad 
by your work; at the works of your hands I sing for 
joy. 

 

ALL:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

ALL:  How great are your works, O LORD!  
Your thoughts are very deep! 

Kyrie                                                         LSB 186 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

P The Lord be with you.    
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis                                             LSB 187 
 

P Glory be to God on high: 
C   and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship                                      
Thee, 
 

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for 
Thy great glory. 
 

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father 
Almighty. 
 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
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that takest away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. 
 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the 
Father, have mercy upon us. 
 

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 
 

Salutation 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit.  
P Let us pray. 
 
Collect for Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

P O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to 
us, Your humble servants, Your holy inspiration, that 
we may set our minds on the things that are right and, 
by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
C Amen. 
 
The Old Testament Reading          Ezekiel 33:7–9 ESV 

7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for 
the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from 
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my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I 
say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, 
and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from 
his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, 
but his blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you 
warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does 
not turn from his way, that person shall die in his 
iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Gradual for Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Fear the LORD, you his saints, 
for those who fear him lack nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 

 
Epistle Reading                            Romans 13:1–10 ESV 

 

1Let every person be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except from God, 
and those that exist have been instituted by God. 
2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what 
God has appointed, and those who resist will incur 
judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, 
but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is 
in authority? Then do what is good, and you will 
receive his approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your 
good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not 
bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, 
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an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the 
wrongdoer. 5Therefore one must be in subjection, not 
only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of 
conscience. 6For the same reason you also pay taxes, 
for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to 
this very thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes 
to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is 
owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to 
whom honor is owed. 

 

8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for 
the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The 
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You 
shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not 
covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up 
in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia Verse for Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Alleluia.   Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.  
Alleluia.   Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 
Holy Gospel                            Matthew 18:1–20 ESV    
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
starting  at the 18th chapter. 

C Glory be to You, O Lord. 
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1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 
“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2And 
calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 
3and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and 
become like children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself like 
this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

 

5“Whoever receives one such child in my name 
receives me, 6but whoever causes one of these little 
ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for 
him to have a great millstone fastened around his 
neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 

 

7“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is 
necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one 
by whom the temptation comes! 8And if your hand or 
your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it 
away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame 
than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the 
eternal fire. 9And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it 
out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life 
with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the 
hell of fire. 

 

10“See that you do not despise one of these little 
ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always 
see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 12What do 
you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of 
them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-
nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that 
went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, 
he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that 
never went astray. 14So it is not the will of my Father 
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who is in heaven that one of these little ones should 
perish. 

 

15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him 
his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to 
you, you have gained your brother. 16But if he does not 
listen, take one or two others along with you, that 
every charge may be established by the evidence of 
two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen 
even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and 
a tax collector. 18Truly, I say to you, whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I 
say to you, if two of you agree on earth about 
anything they ask, it will be done for them by my 
Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 
The Nicene Creed  back page in the hymnal 
 

Sermon Hymn    “Thy Strong Word”                LSB 578 
 

Sermon    “Would Jesus Understand ‘Property 
Committee’ or ‘Altar Guild?’” based on Matt. 18: 1-20. 
 

Offertory                                                 LSB 192 
 

Offering    We ask all members and visitors to please  
sign our “Friendship Folder”  located at the center 
aisle end of each pew in the red vinyl folder.  
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Prayer       Let us pray for the whole Church of God  
in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 
needs.                               

Brief silence 
P     Let us pray to the Lord,   C    Lord, have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 
Preface                                                              LSB 194 
 

P  The Lord be with you. 
C     And with thy spirit. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 

Sanctus                                                          LSB 195 
 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He  
that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer              LSB 196 
 
The Words of Consecration                                LSB 197 
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Pax Domini 
 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  Amen. 

Agnus Dei                                                 LSB 198 
 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away                        
the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away 
the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
 

 O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away 
the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. 

 Amen. 
 
Communion Hymns  
 

 “Your Table I Approach”                           LSB 628 
 “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”          LSB 711 
 
The Dismissal               LSB 199 
P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 
 life everlasting. Depart + in peace. 

C  Amen. 

Nunc Dimittis                                       LSB 199 
 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant  
  depart in peace according to Thy word, 
 for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,  

 which Thou hast prepared before the face 
 of all people, 
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 a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of 
Thy people Israel. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the + Son 
and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving                        LSB 200 
 

P  O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C  and His mercy endureth forever.  
 
Post-Communion Prayer  
 

C Amen. 
           

Salutation and Blessing                            LSB 201 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P  Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.       
                                 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be              
gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and 
+ give you peace. 

C Amen, Amen, Amen. 
 

Hymn    “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”   LSB 709 
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ASSISTING IN WORSHIP THIS MORNING 
Pastor:                  Rev. Dr. John Richy 
Elder:          Mike Winters 
Communion Assistant: Paul Kolarczyk 
Lector:       Sue Kreger 
Ushers:    David Niven,  Ray Nommensen 
Music Director:  Sue Olson 
Organist:   Kyle Castillo 

 
 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE STATISTICS for August 30 
 

Church Attendance:  42   Bible Study:  15 
Church Sunday Envelopes/Loose Plate:   $3415.00 

Memorials:  $195.00 
 

Church Sunday Collection Total:  $3610.00 

 
PRAYERS FOR OUR ST. JOHN’S  FAMILY   (*Homebound) 

Irma Deichen*  Lynn Erke  Sandra Luecke*      
Shirley Odegaard*   Joe and Diane Scanlon*  Marilyn Schultz* 

Norma Vierk*  Shirley Weiss*      
 
 
 

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK  
Ashley Richy, Sept 8  Dave Banas, Sept 9 

Hazel Devich, Sept 9  Brian Winters, Sept 12 
Haley Dovich, Sept 13 

 
Please support our outside food pantry (located outside by 
the NE entrance to the Randolph church door)……much is 
needed.  Non-perishable food please, but the food doesn’t 
stay there long.  We also maintain our Lansing Food Pantry 
monthly. We welcome donations placed on the table by the 
school entrance. 
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SCRIP CARDS:  The Raise Right card fundraiser is  offered  
EVERY MONTH.   Orders are to be placed the last Sunday of 
the month with delivery the following Sunday.  The 
enrollment code is  7AE348924588.   Again, the website is 
https://www.raiseright.com.   
 

Questions? ….call Tina Funchion @ 708 789-2844 
funchionpt@comcast.net.  INFORMATION SHEETS LOCATED 
AT EITHER CHURCH ENTRANCE IF YOU WISH TO START UP. 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

September 7  Labor Day 
 

September 11  Patriot’s Day 
 

September 13  Holy Cross Sunday / Grandparent’s Day 
8:15 am  Bible Study 
9:30 am  Divine Service 3 with Holy Communion.    
 

September 14 1:30 pm  LWML/Loving Hands Meeting 
 

                                                        
 
 

 Newly 
renovated 

outside sign  
Wednesday, 

the 2nd of 
Sept. 

 
Thank you! 

 

 
 

 

mailto:funchionpt@comcast.net
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St. Johns’ Ev. Lutheran Church 
Rev. Dr. John Richy, Pastor  
Personal Phone: 708 510-7334 
Church Phone:   708 895-9240 
Church E-mail: stjohnslansing@comcast.net 
Church Website: https://www.stjohnschurchlansing.org 
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CHURCH OFFICE  The office is open Wed. – Fri,  9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

mailto:stjohnslansing@comcast.net
https://www.stjohnschurchlansing.org/

