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Dear St. John’s Members and Friends….. 
 
One sometimes question, how did the people of the Old Testament and the New 
Testament remember all what God had spoken to them, to pass on to their children 
and future generations.   This Lutheran Hour Ministry devotion talks about how those 
before us passed on God’s works prior to the internet, google etc.   and how we 
continue passing on His Word today through our worship.   Everything we do in 
worship are based on Bible References (next time in worship, look at the Bible 
reference by each part of our Divine services).    
 

"Generation to Generation" 

July 3, 2023 
 

Psalm 145:3-4 - Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and His greatness is 
unsearchable. One generation shall commend Your works to another, and shall declare 
Your mighty acts. 

How did one generation in Israel commend the works of the Lord to the next 
generation? Year after year, generation and after generation, how did the Israelites 
remember and declare the mighty acts of God? With His command to declare His saving 
power, God gave them a statement of faith, a creed, to be remembered and repeated: 
"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is One" (Deuteronomy 6:4). The 
Israelites were to teach the Lord's commands to their children, talking about the 
Word of God at home and away, day and night. 
 
God gave Israel special days and great annual festivals to memorialize His mighty 
acts. The Sabbath recalled His rest after He created the heavens and the earth. During 
Passover, Israel relived their deliverance from slavery in Egypt. First Fruits and 
Pentecost celebrated the harvests that God provided. The sacrifices of the Day of 
Atonement reminded Israel that "without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness 
of sins" (Hebrews 9:22b). The Feast of Booths recalled God's care as Israel journeyed 
through the wilderness to the Promised Land. At these festivals, the children would ask, 
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"What do you mean by this service?" (Exodus 12:26b). The answer would focus the 
attention of the next generation on the God who saved them. 

How do we commend the works of God to the next generation? We remember and 
repeat creeds, from the simple words, "Jesus is Lord" (1 Corinthians 12:3b) to the 
historic statements of faith, the Apostles' Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian 
Creed. We study God's Word and talk about it at home and away, day and night. 
Celebrations help us to remember God's saving power as His mighty acts are 
woven into our lives during worship. During Advent and Christmas, we rejoice in 
Jesus' birth and eagerly await His return. Epiphany celebrates Jesus as the Light of the 
world and the Savior of all nations. 

Through Lent and Holy Week, days of repentance, we remember that Jesus, our 
Passover Lamb, was sacrificed for us. On Easter—and every Sunday—we joyfully 
celebrate Jesus' resurrection as we look forward to the hope of our own resurrection on 
the Last Day. On Pentecost we remember the gift of the Holy Spirit and the great harvest 
of souls gathered into the church on that day. During the second half of the church year, 
after the festivals are done, we continue to study God's Word and grow in grace. When 
children—and adults!—ask why we celebrate these events, we can tell them 
about the grace and power of God, who sent His Son to save us. Year after year, 
day after day, generation to generation, we declare the mighty acts of God! 
 
WE PRAY: God and Savior, help me to declare Your mighty power to the next 
generation. Amen. 
 
This Daily Devotion was written by Dr. Carol Geisler. Lutheran Hour Ministries 
 
Reflection Questions: 
 
1. Was there some person who was a significant Christian witness for you in your 
youth? Who? 
 
2. What purpose did God-centered feasts and festivals have for ancient Israel? Do we 
have events like these in the Christian church today? 
 
3. Do you have a favorite church holiday/celebration besides the biggies of Christmas 
and Easter?  

In Christ,  
Pastor John Richy 
 
  

P.S.  Students will be “inducted” into the Confirmation 
program and will receive their confirmation materials 
during the Sept. 10 service.   After service will be our 
Church Picnic. Confirmation Classes for our youth will 
begin Thursday, September 14 from 6:00-7:00 pm.    
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NOTE:  I will be getting out the September – November Worship Assistants’ Schedule.   
If you are interested in joining the Ushers or Readers (Lectors), please let Doug know 
by August 7th and we can include you.  Thanks.  Doug 
 

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC 
 
We have a date of  September 10th for our annual Church 
Picnic. 

 
We will be running off keepsake T-shirts 
for this event.   There is no cost for the 
T-shirt.  The cost is covered by the 
sponsorship. You only pay if you want 
your name or business on the shirt.  If you wish for your own         
t-shirt, there are yellow sign up sheets at either entrance.   Fill in 
your name, t-shirt size and whether you are an adult or child…..it’s 
of no cost for you.  If anyone knows of a business that would like to 
sponsor our T-shirt, please send them to the office or Tina Funchion.  

Sponsor Levels are $500 - $300 - $100 or Donor $50.00.  All interested will need to have 
payment in to Tina or Eileen by Aug 7th.   Additional money from sponsorships go 
towards LARC in Lansing (serving people with developmental disabilities) & Lutheran 
Charities Comfort Dogs  and our church fundraising goals.   
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FAITH-STRENGTHENING RESOURCES FOR YOU AND 
YOUR HOUSEHOLD 

 

 
 
With all the summer activities and plans happening, it can be challenging to stay on track 
with our faith journeys. At LHM, our mission is to share the Gospel around the world and 
equip you to share your faith right where you are. We strive to create convenient ways for 
you to connect with Jesus and share your faith with others. Many of our resources are free, 
easy to use, and digital, so you can use them wherever you are this summer. 

 
Daily Devotions: Encouragement on the go, wherever you go! Daily Devotions from LHM will 

help strengthen and encourage your faith as you do the same for others. Subscribe to 
receive Daily Devotions in your inbox at lhm.org/dailydevotions. 

 

Gospel Adventures: Learn about the foods, animals, people, and places of India through this 
year's Celebrate India experience. Kids will be introduced to kids just like them living in 
India who carry their faith with them through day-to-day life. Register today 
at gospeladventures.org. 
 

The Gospel Adventures Show: This new faith-filled audio program is for the little 
adventurers in your life. Listen now at gospeladventures.org/show or wherever you listen 
to podcasts. 
 

Video-based Bible Studies: The perfect resources for when you want to spend quality time 
studying the Word of God with your faith community. Sign up and watch at  lhm.org/studies. 
 

The Lutheran Hour: Weekly sermons to help you dive deeper into Scripture. Beyond 
traditional radio station airings, these are great to listen to in the car while you're on the 
go! Listen through your favorite podcast platform or at  lutheranhour.org. 
 

These are just a few of LHM's offerings. Visit lhm.org/resources to see other resources 
available for you and your household . 
 
 

https://www.lhm.org/newsroom/enewsstory.asp?ArticleID=38744&utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter+-+060123&utm_term=https%3a%2f%2fwww.lhm.org%2fnewsroom%2fenewsstory.asp%3fArticleID%3d38744&utm_id=131126&sfmc_id=42281748
https://www.lhm.org/newsroom/enewsstory.asp?ArticleID=38744&utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter+-+060123&utm_term=https%3a%2f%2fwww.lhm.org%2fnewsroom%2fenewsstory.asp%3fArticleID%3d38744&utm_id=131126&sfmc_id=42281748
https://www.gospeladventures.org/
https://www.gospeladventures.org/show
https://www.lhm.org/studies
https://www.lutheranhour.org/
https://www.lhm.org/resources
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August 6, 2023 – Tenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Psalm 136:1-9; Isaiah 55:1-3a; Matthew 14:13-21 

“Hunger Met, Thirst Quenched” – Sermon Text: Isaiah 55:1-3a – Rev. Dr. Walter Maier 
III 

We all have been hungry and thirsty. We need to eat and drink in order to have physical life. 
But there is another type of hunger and thirst, which is even more important to satisfy. When 
this hunger is met, and this thirst quenched, the result is everlasting life. 
  
August 13, 2023 – Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 
Psalm 18:1-16; Job 38:4-18; Matthew 14:22-33 

“A Little Faith” – Sermon Text: Matthew 14:22-33 – Rev. Thomas Eggold 

Peter may have only had a little faith, but he walked on the water. And even with a little faith, 
you'll be amazed at where God makes you walk today. 
  
August 20, 2023 – Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 
Psalm 67; Isaiah 56:1, 6-8; Matthew 15:21-28 

“Great Faith” – Sermon Text: Matthew 15:25 – Rev. Shayne Jonker 

The Canaanite woman with the demon possessed daughter just wouldn't take no for an 
answer. No matter what Jesus said to her, she just kept coming back with a faith that wouldn't 
let go, no matter what Jesus did or didn't say. And she was an outsider to Israel! That's what 
this Gospel reading is all about: God's grace to all in His Son, Jesus Christ, and a faith that 
won't let go of Him no matter what. 
  
August 27, 2023 – Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Psalm 138; Isaiah 51:1-6; Matthew 16:13-20 

“Questions and Answers” – Sermon Text: Matthew 16:13-20 – Rev. Paul Shoemaker 

Jesus' question to His disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" gave them and gives 
us the opportunity to make the great confession of faith: "You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God." May that great confession be on our lips and lives every day. 
 

Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. 

5 Martin Luther Drive  Fort Wayne, IN 
46825-4996 

Tel: (260) 471-LOVE (5683) † Toll-Free: 

(888) 286-8002 

info@WorshipAnew.org 
 

BROADCAST: 
Sunday 8:00 am- Comcast 184 OR 

WPWR channel 50 
Direct TV Sunday 10:30 am 

TCT channel 377 
 

AUGUST 

 WORSHIP ANEW  
SERMON SUMMARIES  
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Back in 2001, our then president of 
the LCMS Dr. A. L. Barry, wrote 
pamphlets giving “clear, direct 
answers to many questions people 
are asking today about the Christian 
faith and about Lutheranism.”  In 
all, over 12 million copies were 
printed and  put into an edition of all 
his writings.   Each month, we will 
print one of his articles for you to 
read and “explore  the truths of 
God’s Word in more depth.” 
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REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Prayer for our Homebound:  Being unable to go  out among our friends 
and church family is difficult, Lord. Remind us that we are still members of 
Your Body, the Church, and send visitors to share encouragement, hope and 
most especially, Holy Scripture. Let us likewise give encouragement and 
love as we are able. Grant us patience during this season of life, and 
surround us with Your presence, for the sake of Christ. Amen.  

 

WATCH CHURCH VIA YOU-TUBE 
Reminder:   For those who cannot physically attend worship services, you can worship 
using “You Tube.”   We record weekly worship services and post them on “You Tube” 
after the service.   Whether you have a Smart TV or computer to get “You Tube,” simply 
use the search using words like:  “St. John’s Lutheran Church, Lansing, IL” and you will 
see all the services to choose from.  Thanks to Brian Winters who manages this weekly. 

Here are our current Homebound 
addresses if you would like to 
brighten up their day...they would love 
to be remembered all year. 
 

 

+Barb Bales+   (Deceased July 7, 2023) 
3043 201st Pl. 
Lynwood, IL  60411 
 

Andy Banas Jr. 
3640  186th Street #302 
Lansing, IL 60438 
 

Charlene Cox     
Hartsfield Assisted Living Room 136 
10002 Columbia Ave. 
Munster, IN 46321 
 

Irma Deichen 
Cedar Creek Health Campus    #508 
18275 Burr Street  
Lowell, IN  46356 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Richy is available if you have 
questions or wish to talk to 
someone….call 708 510-7334 or call the 
office @ 708 895-9240 
 

Sandra Luecke 
17725 Arcadia Ave., #203 
Lansing, IL 60438 
 

Shirley Odegaard 
17041 Grant St. 
Lansing, IL 60438 
 

Linda Poppe   - NEW ADDRESS- 
Crown Point Christian Village 
6685 E. 117th #278 
Crown Point, IN 46301 
 

Norma Vierk    
Hartsfield Independent Living #1349 
10000 Columbia Ave. 
Munster, IN 46321 
 

Margaret Zoellick  -NEW ADDRESS 
Evergreen Senior Living Memory 
Care @ 10820  W. 183rd St.,  Room 
#31;  Orland Park, IL 60467 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                          Past Birthday –  
                                          Joan Douma June 27 
 
 
 
 
 

MISC. NEWS FOR YOU TO READ 
 
A “NEW” USED ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR has been donated to St. 
John’s for it’s use.  Please feel free to use it as available on Sundays 
for worship.   All you need to know is to push the start button and 
control direction by a joystick to move forward and backup.  One 
other button controls the speed.    Elders and/or 
ushers will be instructed to show you. 
 
SCHOOL SUPPLY REQUESTS:  From now until the 

end of September  the ladies of LWML will be collecting items for 
the LWR school bags. 3 ring wide ruled SPIRAL notebooks (70 
pages) are greatly needed. Watch the bulletins for additional 
needed items. The collection site will be near the chapel. Thank 
you. 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

Carrie Steinweg, Aug 5 
Cynthia Ogom, Aug 6 
Karen Kearney, Aug 8 
Jamie Dovich, Aug 16 
Andy Banas, Aug 17 
James Arteaga, Aug 18 
Aiden Kleidon, Aug 19 
Nicholas Lavin, Aug 21 
Robbie Melia, Aug 21 
Dawn Mayerak, Aug 22 
Cindy Biederstadt, Aug 23 
 

Kay Mueller, Aug 24 
Sally Winters, Aug 24 
Chloe Ybarra, Aug 24 
Beth Ostrowski, Aug 27 
Donna Pyritz, Aug 27 
Sandra Swanson, Aug 28 
Kennedy Woodson, Aug 29 
Maryann Vierk, Aug 30 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Jack and Lori Costenaro, Aug 1 
Jim and Susan Kreger, Aug 7 
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VITALANT BLOOD DRIVE MONTHLY SCHEDULE  
HERE AT ST. JOHN’S 

We are working with Vitalant Blood Drive in 
making St. John’s a regular monthly location by 
renting our church basement or gym.   You are 

invited to get a chance to donate blood or plasma 
by going to vitalant.org and look for the date and 

scroll down to our location to sign up.   The 
congregation will be receiving monthly rental 

from them for this.   Come and help out by 
donating as you can.  (note:  if you donate, you 

usually need to wait 56 days before you can 
donate again.  Ask the nurse about your 

donation and when you can donate again). 
 
We have scheduled the following date here at St. 
John’s Church Basement:  from 8:00-1:00 pm. 
 

Saturday, August 26 
 

 

SHOP WITH SCRIPS 
 

 
The Shop with Scrips (also known as Raise Right) card fundraiser is being 
offered EVERY MONTH.   Orders are to be placed the last Sunday of the month with 
delivery the following Sunday.  The enrollment code is  A938D6FC4588   The website 
is….. https://www.raiseright.com/      Questions? ….call Tina Funchion @ 708 789-
2844 funchionpt@comcast.net. 

 

LANSING FOOD PANTRY MONTH DRIVE 
 

 
DON’T FORGET that our Lansing Food Pantry donation 
collections go on each month. Items may be placed on the table 
inside the inner school doors. Delivery takes place the last 
Monday of the month.   
 
 
 

https://www.raiseright.com/
mailto:funchionpt@comcast.net
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CHURCH DIRECTORY CHANGE OF ADDRESS (since July) 
Mike Linn:   Address change:  17701 Park Blvd., Lansing, IL, 60438   
 

Marge Zolleck is now living in the Evergreen Senior Living Memory Care @ 10820  W. 
183rd St.,  Room #31;  Orland Park, IL 60467 
 

MaryAnn Vierk has moved to 10631 Gracie Lane, Portage, MI 49024-7307  (phone 
unchanged for now).   Email has changed:  maryannv6@yahoo.com 
 

Linda Poppe has moved to Crown Point Christian Village  6685 E. 117th #278  Crown 
Point, IN 46301 
 

GIFTS TO THE GLORY OF GOD (As of July 25, 2023) 
 

Donations/memorials to the Congregation of St. John’s. 
 

• In Loving Memory of Eugene Furtek:   Jim and Susan Kreger;  Unknown;  Jack 
and Lori Costenaro;  Bruce and Marianne Furtek;   Carol Chambers;  Ed and Kitty 
Kamiani. 
 

• In Loving Memory of Barbara Bales:  Darryl and Marge Von Behren;  Jim and 
Sue Kreger;  Dave and Elaine Miller 
 

• In Loving Memory of Ed Merkner :  Jim and Sue Kreger 
 

• In Celebration and Thanks to God for their 50th Wedding Anniversary:  David 
and Sandy Swanson. 

 

• General Donation to St. Johns:    Emmett and Eugenia Crawford. 
 

• Donation of Bells and Chimes from the former St. Paul Lutheran Church, Dolton, 
IL. by Rev. Michael D. Udoekong of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, South 
Holland 

 

• Donations of time and skill towards work on our property (yard work, 
painting, repairs, altar resurfacing and more):    Bill Albrecht, Wayne Douma, 
Sr.,  Sue Kreger, Chuck Labahn, Don Livingstone, Ray Nommensen, Joe Scanlon, 
Marge VonBehren, Mike Winters.   (Please let me know if I left names out…..there 
are so many who pitch in here at St. John’s…..we like to acknowledge their 
service but get missed….let Doug know. 
 

• Donation of an electric wheel chair:  Dan Cooper 
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ST. JOHN’S NEW WEBSITE NOW UP     

Thanks to the effort of Tina Funchion and Ashley Richy, we now have a new website 
for our church.   There are still some tabs that are under construction, but check all 

of them out by going to:   www.stjohnschurchlansing.org 
 

OFFICIAL ACTS FOR 2023 
 

Baptism:     Mason Jon Sanchez,  son of Jonathan and Hannah Sanchez;    January 8, 
2023 
 
Death:      +Anita Anderson+ (April 12, 2023)   
  +Robert Chambers+ (April 17, 2023) 
  +Eugene Furtek+ (died January 15, 2023;  Memorial Service held June 21)   
  +Barbara Bales+ (July 13, 2023) 
 
Profession of Faith:    
  Edward Knoll (approved at the April 30th Voter’s Meeting) 
  Robert and Nancy Wojcik (to be approved at the June 25th Voter’s Meeting) 
  Scott Beymer (approved at the June 25th Voter’s  Meeting;  His wife,   
  Samantha Beymer was accepted November 27, 2022) 
 
Transfer of Membership: 
  Maryann Vierk to St. Michael Lutheran Church, Portage, Michigan. 
 
   

FIRE DESTROYS VACANT EAST SIDE CHURCH  
Jun 25, 2023, 11:17am CDT   Chicago Sun-Times 

A 911 caller noticed smoke before dawn Sunday at the former 
Evangelical Lutheran Bethlehem Church at 10310 S. Avenue H.           
By  David Struett 
 

A fire ripped through an abandoned church on East Side early 
Sunday, prompting more than 100 firefighters to respond, 
according to the Chicago Fire Department. 

A 911 caller noticed smoke around 4:30 a.m. at the former Bethlehem Evangelical 
Lutheran Church at 10310 S. Avenue H, according to CFD Deputy District Chief 
Walter Schroeder.  Firefighters responded but almost immediately went on the 
defensive.  They “could not find the seat of the fire and backed out of the 
dangerousness of the abandoned building,” Schroeder said. 

 

http://www.stjohnschurchlansing.org/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchicago.suntimes.com%2Fnews%2F2023%2F6%2F25%2F23773125%2Ffire-destroys-vacant-east-side-church&text=Fire%20destroys%20vacant%20East%20Side%20church
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchicago.suntimes.com%2Fnews%2F2023%2F6%2F25%2F23773125%2Ffire-destroys-vacant-east-side-church&text=Fire%20destroys%20vacant%20East%20Side%20church
https://chicago.suntimes.com/authors/david-struett
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Flames ripped through the church’s nave and its 
roof caved in, according to photos shared by the 
Fire Department. 
 

Fearing the church walls would collapse, CFD 
evacuated a family of four from a home just south 
of the church, Schroeder said.  No one was injured 
in the blaze, he said.   Search efforts were 
hampered by at least three feet of water in the 
basement of the adjacent school, which Schroeder 
said had not caught fire. 

Firefighters were still dousing hotspots at the church at 10:30 a.m., Schroeder said. The 
cause of the fire was under investigation, he said.   The church was built in 1919, 
Schroeder said. 
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Office hours return to:   9:00 – 2:00 pm 

Tuesdays through Fridays 

1 
 

2 
 

Bball 
6:30-9:00 

3 4 5 
 

Church Basement 
Rental 12-4:00 

6     Tenth Sunday after 
Pentecost  

 
8:15 am  Adult Bible Study 
9:30 am  Worship with Holy 
Communion 

7 
 

Bball 
6:30-9:00 

8 9 
 

Bball 
6:30-9:00 

10    
 

11 12 
 

Elders’ Mtg TBD 

13   Eleventh Sunday after 
Pentecost 
 
8:15 am  Adult Bible Study  
9:30 am  Worship 

14 
1:30 am 
Loving 
Hands 

Mtg. 
Bball 

6:30-9:00 

15  
 

16 
 

Bball 
6:30-9:00 

17 18 19 
 
 

20 Twelfth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
 
8:15 am Adult Bible Study                
9:30 am Worship with Holy 
Communion 

21 
 

Bball 
    6:30-9:00 

22 
 

23 
 

Bball 
6:30-9:00 

24 25 26 

 
clipartpanda.com 
8:00-1:00 Vitalant 

Blood Drive 
27 Thirteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
 
8:15 am  Adult Bible Study  
9:30 am  Worship 

28 
 

Bball 
    6:30-9:00 

29 30 
 

Bball 
6:30-9:00 

31  
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